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As one of Joanne’s clients, Sun Peaks Utilities is proudly nominating Dr. Joanne Quarmby, our
water and wastewater specialist for the Dedicated Services Award. Joanne has a degree in
Microbiology and Virology, with a PhD in Public Health Engineering. She has worked at Urban
Systems Ltd. since she arrived in Canada 17 years ago.
Joanne has a wide range of experience in the management of wastewater effluents and biosolids
and is very familiar with the intricacies of the various regulatory and guidance documents, for
both the Federal and Provincial levels of government.
Joanne works with large and small communities in BC and Alberta to help develop solutions that
balance the needs of public health with the environment and economics.
One of her bigger claims to fame were her contributions to the Kamloops Wastewater
Management Plan wherein she was instrumental in challenging the provincial regulations to
ultimately save the City over $30,000,000 in capital costs.
Joanne is always willing to help operators out by facilitating meetings between public works
departments. Joanne is always looking at alternative and sometimes out of the box (or as much
as an engineer can get) disposal methods that provide a benefit to the municipality or region.
She is presented at many council meetings to ensure operators voices are heard as sometimes one
wrong decision can make a difference in the challenges of operating a water / wastewater
facility.
Joanne is a registered professional biologist of BC, a member of the International Assoc. for
Impact Assessment on industrial wastewaters and she has over 30 publications to her name.
Joanne also volunteers her time for many activities and service organizations including the
Prichard Rodeo greeting the contestants at the back gate. Not to count the hours helping
organize conferences like Public Works held at Sun Peaks in 2016
The above is a summary and a very small snap shot of Joanne’s impact on various communities
including Sun Peaks through her contribution towards helping communities deliver public works
services and protecting the environment.

